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The Captain's Difafer’s tiréalent Sea. 


‘An, 1675-fithed, and got Plenty.every Morning ¢ One Time 


a 


re 


our Captain after he had haled in a good Fith, being 

ser at his Sport, and throwing out his Line too 
hail , the Hook hitched in the Palm of his Hand, 
and the Weight of the Lead ‘that was thrown with 
a ‘Jerk, and hung about fix Foot from the Hook, 
forced the Beard quite through, that it appeared at 
thé Back of his Hand. 

Soon after this we got as high as the Mount, and 
tlich ftood off about 30 Leagues from.Land, im hopes 
to get better to’ Windward there, than near the 
Shore ; becaufe the Wind was at E. S. E. and S, E. 
by E, a freth Gale: continuing fo 2 or 3 Days. We 

ecred off to the North, expecting a Sea-Breeze at 


~E. N.E. and che third Day had our Defire. Then 


we tack’d and iteered in again S. E. for the Shore of 
Fucatan. Out Ketch, ts, faid, was a heavy Sailer, 
efpecially on a Wind: for the was very fhort ; and 
having great round Bows, when we met a Head-Sea, 
asnow, fhe plunged and laboured, not going a-head, 
but tumbling like an Egg-fhell in the Sea. ’ It was 
my Fortune to be at the Helm from 6a Clock in the 
Evening till 8. The firfl 2 Glaffes the fteered very 
ill; for every Sea would ftrike her dead like a Logs 
then the would fall of 2 org Points from the Wind, 
the: Hélm was a‘Lee;: and, as fhe retovered, 
and made a little way, fhe would comevagain to the 
‘Wind, till another Sea ftruck her off again. By that 
Time 3 Glaffes were out the Sea became more fmooth; 
and then fhe fteered very well, and made pretty 
frefh way through the Water: 1. was» fotmewhat 
turprized-at the fudden Change, from 4 rough Sea 
to.afmooth ; and thereforelooked over-board 2 or 
3 Times; for the ftecred open.on the Deck, and it ° 
being very fair Weather, all our Men were lain down . 


. onthe Deck and fallen Je Se ae was juft 


behind me on the Quarter fatt.afleep too, for 


- neither he nor they dreaded any Danger, We being 


about 
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was 
and as we thought, not near any Mand. “y 
Bat while I-was. mufing on the fudden Alteration 
of the Sea, our Vefel ftruck ona Rock, with fuch 
Force than the Whipftaff threw me down on my 
Back: This frighted me fo much that I cried our, 
cand badithem all rurn our, for the Ship ftruck. The 
Surge that the Ship made on the Rock, awakened 
molt of our’ Men, and made them ask, What the 
Matter was? But her ftriking a fecond Time, foon 
anfwered the Queftion, and fet us al] to work for our 
Lives. By good Fortune the did not ftick, but kept 
on her way ftill, and to our great Comfort, the Wa- 
ter was very fmooth, otherwife we muft certainly 
have been‘loft ; for we very plainly faw the Ground 
under. us: fo we let go our Anchor, in 2 Fathom 
Watér, clean white Sand: When our Sails were furl- 
éd, and a fufficient Scope of Cable veered out, our 
Captain, being yet in amaze, went into his Cabin, 
and moft of us with him to view his Draught, and 
we foon found we were fallen foul of the A/cranes, 
The Alcranes are 5 or 6 low fandy Iflands, lying 
in the Lat. of abour 23 d. North, and diftant from 
the Coaft of Fucatan about 25 Leagues ; the biggelt 
is not above a Mile or two in Circuit. They are 
diftant from.one another 2 or 3 Miles, not lying ina 
Line, but fcattering here and there, with good Chan- 
nels of 200f.30 Fathom Water, for a Ship to pafs 
between. All of them have good Anchoring on 
the Weft-fides, where you may ride in what Depths 
you peste: from 10 ta 2 Fathom Water, clean fan- 
dy Ground. On‘ fome there are a few low Bushes of 
Burton-Wood, but they are moftly barren and faniy, 
bearing nothing but only a little Chicken-Wee 


> 


neither have they any frefh Water. Their Land- 


Animals are only large Rats, which are in great 
Plenty >and of ‘owls, Boobies in vaft Abundance, 
with Men of War and Egg-Birds.  Thefe inhabit 
a site Bb 4° only 
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24 Its Inhabitants’; and the manner of Living. 
4g:3675.only fome of the Northermoft of them, not pro- 
“™~ mifcuoufly one among another, but each fort within 

heir own Precinéts, (viz.) the Boobits and the other 
two forts each a-part by themfelves ;, and thus two 
or three of the Iflands are wholly taken up. The 
Boobies being moft numerous, have the greateft 
Portion of Land. The Egg-Birds, tho” they are ma- 
NY», yet being but fmall,: take up little room to the 
reft: Yet in that little part which they inhabit, 
they are fole Mafters, and not difturbed by their 
Neighbours. All three Sorts are very tame, efpeci- 
ally the Boobies, and fo thick fetcled, that a’-Man 
cannot pafs through their Quarters, without coming 
within Reach of their Bills, with which they continu- 
ally peckt at us. I took notice that they fat in Pairs 5 
_ and>therefore at firft rhought them to be Cock and 
Lien; but upon ftriking at them, one flew away 
from each Place, and that which was left behind 
feemed as malicious as the other chat was gone. I 
admired-at the Boldnefs of thofe that did not fly 
away, and ufed fome fort of Violence to force them, 
but in vain ; for indeed thefe were young Ones, and 
had not yct learned the. ufe of their Wings, tho’ 
they were as big and as well feathered as their Dams, 
only their Feathers were fomething whiter and 
frefher. I tock notice that an old one,.,either the 
Cock or Hen, always fat with the Young’to fecure 
them ; for otherwife thele Fowls would prey on each 
other, the Strong on the weak, at leaft thofe of 4 
different Kind would make bold with their Neigh- 
bours :, the Men-of-War-Birds qs well as the Boo- 
bies. left. Guardians to the Young, when they went 
off to Sea, Ieft they thoul be ftarve _by_theit 
Neighbours; far, there were a great many old and 
Jame Men-of-War-Birds that could not fly off to Sea 
to {eek their owp Food, Thefe did not inhabit among 
their Conforts, but were caher capsid A he Com 
munity, or elfe chofe to lye out at fome Diftance 
from 


et \ Sharks, Sword-Fifb, Nuarfes: 


ing here and there, where they could rob fecureft : 
I faw near 20 of them on.one of the Iflands, which 
fometimes would fally into. the Camp to feek for 
Booty, , but prefently retreated again, whether they 
gor any thing or nothirig., If one of thefe lame Birds 

ound a young Booby not guarded, it prefently gave 
him a good Poult on the Back with his Bill to make 
him difgorge, which they will do with one Stroak, 
and it may be caft up a Fifh or two as big as a Man's 
Writt ;. this they fwallow in a Trice, and march off, 
and look out for another Prize. The found Men- 
of-War will fometimes ferve the old Boobies fo off 
at Sea. I have feen a Man-of-War fly direétly at a 
Booby, and give it one Blow, which has caufed it 
to caft up a large Fifh, and the Man-of-War flying 
diretly down after it,- has taken it in the Air, be- 
fore it reach’d the Water. 

There are Abundance of Fifh ‘at fome Diftance 
from thefe INands, by which! the Fowls inhabiting 
here, are daily fupplied. 

The Fith near the Ifland, are Sharks, Sword-Fithes, 
and. Nurfes ; all three forts delighting to be near fandy 
Bays; thofe that I faw here were but of a fmall 
Size, the Sword-fifh not above a Foot and a half, 
or two. Foot long; neither were the Sharks much 
longer, and the-Nurfes about the fame Length. The 
Nurfe is juft like a Shark, only its Skin is rougher, 
and is afed for making the fineft Rafps. Here are 
many Seals: they come up to fun themfelves only 
on two_or three of the IMands, I don’t know whe- 
ther .exaétly of the fame kind with thofe in colder 

limates, but, as Ihave noted in my former Book, 
a always live where there is Plenty of Fith, 

_To the North of thefe Mands lygs a long Ledge of 
Rocks bending like a Bow ; it feemis to be 10 or 12 
Yards wide, and about 4 Leagues long, and 3 a 
diftant from ‘the Mand, “They are above - 
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4n. 1675, ter, all joining very clofe to one, another, except at_ 
as ae two Places, where are final! Paflages dbeit’ 


os 


A firong Gurren » Sealand its Oy _ 


nine or cen Yards wide; *twas through one of: 


—- 


thefe that Providence direéted us in the N ignt 3"for’ 


the next Morning we faw the Rif about half a Mile 


to the North of us, and right againft us: was” 


a {mall Gap, by which we came inhither, but co- 
ming to view it more nearly with our Boat, we did 
not dare to venture out that way again. One Rea- 
fon why we would have gone out to the Northi- 
ward, was, becaufe from our Main-top we faw the 
Iflands. to the Southward of us, and being unac+ 
quainted, knew not whether we might find among 
them a Channel to pafs through; our fecond Reafon 
was the Hopes of making a better Slant in for. the 
Shore, if we could weather the Eaft end, of the 
Riff. In order to this we weiged Anchor, keeping 
down by the Side of the Riff till we were -at the’ 


Welt end of it, which was about a League from’ | 


where we anchored : then we ftood off to the North, 
and there kept plying off and on. to weather the 
Eaft.end of the Ritl, three Days; bue.1idt being able 
to effect it, by Reafon of a ftrong Current fettin 
to the N. W. we'ran back again to the Weft end of 
the Rif, and fteered away for the Iflands.. There 
we anchored and lay three or four Days, and vifited 
moft of them, and found:Plenty of fuch Creatures, 
as have already deftfibed. -, 

‘Though hére,was great Store of ftich good Food 
and-we like to want, yet we did neither falt any, nor 
{pend of it frefh to jave our Stock.’ I found them 
all, but one Man averfe toit, byt I did hearcily with 
thein of another Mind, bediiggt ‘I dreaded wanting 
before the erd of ‘the Voyage 5°a Hazard which we 


needed not to run, there being~here fuch ‘Plenty of 


Fowls and Seals, *(efpecially of the latter) that, the 
Spaniards do often come hither to make Oy] of Th 
Fars upon which Accountit has been vifited by a 


(1 aptiain Leng Shiprotecled ax 
men from Famaica, particularly: t. Long 24%. 1675) 
a asia che Comet of a fall Bark, camné ae 
hither purpofély to make Seal-Oyl, and anchored on | 
the North fide of one of the fandy Ifands, the moft ; 
convenient Place, for his Defign : Having got a | 
afhore his Cask to put his Oyl in, andfetupa Tent 
for Jodging himfelf and vhis Goods, he began to a 
kill the Seal, and had act wrought above three or 
four Days before a fierce North-wind blew his Bark 
afhore. By good Fortune fhe was not damnified : but 
his Company being bat fmall, and fo defpairing of 
fetting her afloat again, they fell to contriving how 
to get away ; avery difficult Task to accomplith, for 
it was 24 or 25 Leagues to the neareft Place of the 
Main, and above 100 Leagues to Tri, which was the 
next Engli/fh Settlement. But contrary to their Ex- 
tion, inftead of that, Capt. Log bid them fol- 
ow their Work of Seal-killing and making Oy] ; 
affuring them. that he would undertake at his own 
Peril to carry them fafe to Trij?. This though it went 
much againft the Grain, yet at laft he fo far prevail- 
ed by fair Words, that they were contented to go 
on with their Seal-killing, cill they had filled all their 
Cask. But their greateft Work was yet to do,’ viz. 
how they fhould get over to the Main, ‘and then 
coaft down before the Wind to 7rif. Their Boat was 
not big enough to tranfport them, fo they conclu- 
ded to cut down the Barks Mafts and rip up her 
~ Deck tomake a Float for that Purpofe. ‘ 
This being agreed on, the next Morning betimes, 
anes to their Refolution, they were going to * 
reak up their Veffel;. but it hapened that very 
Night, thar two New-England Ketches going down 
to Trif, ‘ran on the Backfide of the Riff, where they * 
ftruck on the Rocks, ahd were bulged; and Cap- 
tain Long and his Crew fecing them in Diitrefs,° pre- 
~ fently took their Boat, and went off to help them 
unlade their Goods, and bring thein afhore: and 
; in 
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Seamens. Thoughts of Capt. Long. 

in Requita} ‘they furnifhed the Captain. with pe 
Tackle and other Neceffaries as he wanted, and. - 
affifted him in the launching his Veflé], and lading 
his Oyl, and fo they went merrily away for Tri/. 
This lucky Accident was much talked of amongft 
the Captain’s Crew; and fo exafperated the New-’ 
England Men, when they heard the whole. Story, 
that they -were thinking, 1f the Commanders would 
have fuffered them, to ‘have thrown him into the 
Sea, to prevent his doing more Mifchief. For they 
were fure that he by his Art had caufed them to run 
aground. The whole of this Relation I had from 
Captain Long himfelf. . . 

From the main to thefe Iflands, the Sea deepens 
gradually till you come to about thirty Fathom 
‘Water, and when you are twenty five or twenty: fix 
Leagues off Shore to the Eaftward of them, if you; 
fteer away Weft, keeping in that Depth, you can- 
not mifsthem: The fame Rule is to be obferwéd: 
to find any other IMland; as the Triangles, tne Ifles 
Des Arenas, &c. for the Bank. runs all along’ the 
Shore, on which are Soundings of equal.Depth,. 
and the Sea appears of a muddy palifh Colour, but: 
when paft the Bank on the North-fide of it, it re- 
fumes its natural Greennefs, andis too deep for any’ 
Sounding till you are within thirty Leagues of the 
North-fide of the Bay of Mexico, whereby Relati- 
on there is fuch another Bank, (abaundmg with 
Oyfters) running al] along the Shore: But to return 
to ‘our Voyage. Ee 

Having {pent two or three Days among*the #1- 
cranes Mlands we fer fail again, and fteering i Sourher+ 
ly for the Main, having the Wind“atE. Nz E. we fell 
in with ita little to Leeward of Cape Catoch, ply- _ 
ing under the Shore tll we reach’d the Capes from 
thence we continued our Courfe Northerly, the 
Wind at E. by S. The next Land we defigned for 
was Cape Antonio, which is she Weftermoft ae 

o 


- Paffes through the Colorado Sholes. 


of the) Mand Guba, and diftant from Cape Catocb am. 1695: 


rabout 40 Leagues. 

Some when they fail out of the Bay, keep along 
by the Land of- Yucatan, till they come as far as 
the Iland Cozumel, and from thence ftretch over 
towards Cuba; and if the Wind favours them any 
thing they. will Bet as high as Cape Corientes before 
they fall in with Cuba; for in their Paflage from 
thence they are not in fo much danger of being hur- 
ried away to the North by the Current between the 
two Capes, or to the North of them, as we were : 
For takmg our Courfe Northward till the Latitude 
of 22d. 30 m. we tack’d again and the Wind at E. 
ftéered away S.S. E. 24 Hours, and having taken an 
Obfervation of the Sun, as we did the Day before, 
‘found dur felves in 23 d. being driven.backwards in 
“24° Hours 30 Miles. We had. then the Channel 
open between the two Capes, but to the North of 
either; Yet at laft we got over to the Cuba thore, 
“and fell-in with the North of the Ifland, about 7 or 
8Leagues from Cape Antonio. Now we both faw 
and ran thro’ fome of the Colorado Sholes, but found 
a very good Channel among a great many Rocks 
that appeared above Water. Being thus gor within 
the S es, between them and Cuba, we found a 
pretty wide clear Channel and good Anchoring ; and 
advancing further, within a League of the Cape, 
we Anchored and went,afhore to get Water, but 
found none. In the Evening when the Land-wind 
{prung ,ups, we weighed again, and doubling the 

ape; coafted along on the South-fide of the Tland, 
taking the Advantages both of Sea and Land-winds : 
For thou 1 we had now been about two. Months 
from Triji,*and this the time of the Year, for 
Norths, yet to our great trouble they had hitherto 
failed: us, and befides, as I faid before, our Keech 
was fuch a Leewardly Veflel, that we. did not yer ex- 
pect we could poffibly reach Jamaica meerly by turn- 

ing, 
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ros ngs though oitietitnes” affilted by’Sea and Tand- 


. In about a Week aftet 5. Bet up. 
with, and coafted along the Me of Ptves, for 7 or 
8 Leagues, and then ftood off to Sea,” and the 
third Morning fell in with the Weft-end of Grand 
Caymanes, 
This IMand is about 40 leagues South from Pines, 
and about 15 to the Welt of little Caymanes, We - 
anchored at the Weft-end, about half 4 Mile ftom 
the fhore. We found no Water nor any Provifion, 
but faw many Crocodiles on the Bay, fome of which 
would fcarce ftir out 6f the way for us. We kilPd 
none of them (which we might cafily have done) 
though Food began to bé fhort with us ; indeed had 
it been in the Months of Fune or Fuly we right Die 
bably have gotten Turtle, for they fr y this 
Wand fome Years as much as they do little Cay- 
mawes,’ We ftayed here but 3 or 4’ Hours, and’ 
fteered back for Pines, intending there’ to hunt for 
Beef or Hog, of both which there isin great plen- 
ty. ‘Fhe fecond day in the Morning we fell in 
with the Weft-end of Pines, and tunning about 4 or 
5 Miles Northward, we anchored in 4 fathom Water 
cledn Sand, about 2 Mile from the Shore, and fight 
againft a finall Creék through the Mangroves into 
a wide Lagune. rode 
The Tfes of Pines lies onthe South-fide, towards 
the Weft-end of Cuba, and is diftant from it 3 or 4 
Leagues. Cape Corientes on”Cuba is five or fix - 
Leagues to the Weftward of the Ife of Pines, ae. 


-tween Pines and Cuba are many fmall woody Man 


4 Q 
fcattéréd' here and there, with ‘Channels for Ships 
to pais between 5 and by réport there is good ancho- 
ring near any of them. Yamaita Sloops do fome- 
times pafs through between Caba and Pines, when. 
they are bound to Windward, becaufe ‘there the 
Sea. is always fmooth: They are alfo certain to 
meet good Land-winds; ‘befides they can — 
when 





{ : it 
“may Stiget spat ae to 
i the greater f the Land- 
5 befides, i Fie. onis fcarce 
sts gee or elfe may get 

0 > at which of them are ex- 

with Hooks, or 

da fhing-Craft, nor meet with 
sy a Cuba ST ined hak Suftenance of 

‘Hog or oe great inconvenience of g 

in the fits of Pines between it and Cuba, 

fromm a Spanifp ‘Garrifon of about 406 aiers 

‘ whovhave a large Periago, well..fit- 

d with Oars. "and Sails, and are, ready ‘to lauich 
bom and feizeany {mall Veffel, and feldom {pare 
the Lives aswell as the Goods of thofe that fall into 
theit” Hands “for oa of telling Tales. Such ‘Vil- 
Janiies are ractifed not only here,~ but 
alfo in fev sf p of the W eft-Indies, .and 
that too ‘with fuch as come.to trade with: theit 
‘Couttry-men. The Merchants and Gentry indeed 

4 in" itty of fach A@tions, “only the Soldiers 
and of the People; and thefe,do coni- 

-; ‘menly confi of Rape or fome. other fort, of 

- Copper-colour’d In dians, who, are accounted” ‘very 


: tei Bi ts oa por v2 1. es 
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ahs diles; * 
| hard, neither will they let go their Hold, thou 
pol ife: ne Bee ‘unlefs you break the 
| Claw too; but if they chance to catch your Fin- 
"gers, the ‘way is to lay your Hand, Crab and all, 
'~ flat on' the Ground, and he will immediately loofe 
» his Hold and fcamper away. Thefe white-ones build 
| in wet fwampy dirty Ground near the Sea, fo that 
| 'the Tide wafhes into their Holes ; but the black Crab 
' is mpre cleanly, delighting to live in dry Places, 

and makes its Houfe in fandy Earth: black Crabs 

are commonly fat and full of Eggs; they are alfo 
accounted the berter Meat, tho’ both forts are very 
- good. 

= Here are alfo a great many Alligators and Cro- 

codiles’ that haunt about this Ifland, and are faid to 
~ be the moft daring in all the Weft-Indies. Ihave 
| heard of many of their Tricks; as that they have 
followed a Canoa, and put their Nofes in over the 
Gunnal, with their Jaws wide open, as if ready to 
devour the Men in it: and that when they have 
been afhore in the Night near the Sea, the Croco- 
‘diles have boldly come in among them, and made 
them run from their Fire, and taken away their 
Meat from them. Therefore when Privateers are 
hunting on;this Ifland, they always keep Centinels 
out to watch for thefe ravenous Creatures, as duly 
_as they do in other Places for fear of Enemies, efpe- 
cially in the Night, for fear of being devoured.in 
their Sleep. * ; 

\ The Spaniards of Cuba have here fome Craules, 
i. @ Herds of Hogs, with a few Indians or Mula- 
toes to look after them: Here are alfo Hunters 
that gain a Livelihood by killing wild Hog and Beef. 
‘This Ifland is reported.to be very wet. I have 


Day in-the Year ; but this I fuppofe is a Miftake, for 
there fell no Rain about us, fo long as we ftaid 
Vou. Il. cc here.. 





heard many fay, that it rains here more-or lefs every , 
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‘were no fooner at. an Anchor, | but five 
-afhore, leaving only the Cook and Cabbi 
Boy aboard: We had but two bad Fowling-Pieces 
in the 


yi 









e Ship; thofe we.took with us, with a Defign 
to kill Beef and Hog. We went into the Lagune,* — 


where we found Water enough for our Canoa, and: | 


Gn fome Places not_much to pare; when we were 


] 


ot almolt over it, wefaweight or ten Bulls and 

Sows feeding on the Shore cloie by the Sea, _ This 

_ gave us great Hopes of good Succefs. We therefore 

rowed away afide of the Cattie, and landed on a 

~fandy Bay, about half a Mile from them: .there we 

faw much Footing of Men and Boys; the Impreffi- 
ons feemed to be about eight or tem Days old. we 
fuppofed them to be the Track of Spam/h rs, 


- — This troubled usa little, but it being now their Chrij- * ; 


mas, we concluded that they. were gone over to Cuba — 
to keep it there, fo we went after our'Game s the 
Boatfwain and our Paffenger Will: Wooders having ~ 
one Gun, and prefuming on their Skill in Shooting, \ 
were permitted to try their Fortune with the Cattle» 
that we faw before we landed, while the Captain and 
my {elf with: our own Gun ftruck up directly into 
the Woods.’ The fifth Man, whofe Genius led him 
rather to fifth than hunt, ftayed in the Canoa: and 
had he been furnifhed with a Harpoon, he might. ~ 
have gotten more Fifh than we did Flefh, for the — 
Cattle fmelling our two Men before they came. igh — 
them, ran away ; after that-our Men rambled up in- 
to the Country to feek for fome- other Game. 
The Captain and I had not gone halfa Mile before _ 
we came among a Drove of near 40 great and fmall = 
wild Hogs. The Captain firing, wounded: one.oft 
them, but they all ran-away,; and though wefol- = 
lowed the Blood a good way, yet did not conieup’ 
with him, nor with any other to get a fecond Sit 













j in he W oc we kept | ating about, ag fi 
hopes to meet with more Game before Ni ht, 
ae Purpofe, for we faw not one more that Da 
In the 


Evening we returned to ‘our Boat weary and 
vext at our ill Suecefs. The Boatfwain andhis Con- — 
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» to try.our Fortune at Hunting, as to recover’our. 
» two Men which we thought might now be returned 
_ >to the Place where they landed ; Fite not feeing then, 
_. the Captain and I went again outro hunt, but came 
back at Night with no better Succefs than before; 
~ neither did we fee one Beef or Hog, though much 
». Track all the Day. This Day be that look’d'to the 
» Boat kill’d a young Sword-fith with the Boat-hook 5 
there were a great many of them, as alfo Nurfes 
© and@ Dog-fith, playing in fhole Water ; ‘hé had alfo 
_ difcover’d a Stream of frefh Water, but fo inclofed 
with thick red Mangroves, that ’twas impoflible to 
) fillany in Cask; we could fcarce geta little to drink. 
~ Our two Men that went out the Day before, were 
»<not yet returned; therefore when ’twas dark we 
© went aboard again, being much perplex’d for fearof 
© their falling into the Hands of the Spani Huntegs 5 
» if we had been certain of it} we would have fail’d 
\ prefently, for we could not expect to redeem them 
again, but might have been taken our felves, either 
)) by them, or by the Cape Soldiers before mentioned. 
= Indeed thefe Thoughts about their Danger and. our 
» own, kept me waking all Night. However the 
ts: Morning betimes we went afhore again, and 
+ before we got into the Lagune we heard a Gun fired, 
"> by which weknew thet our Men were arrived; fo we . 
fired ee 2 Anfwer and rowed-away as faft as we 
* could to fetch them, defigning to fail as foon as we 
came aboard ; for by the Fatering Southand S. W. 
ae OS Si Winds _ 













_ fort were not yet returned, therefore we ftayed till) 
~ *twas dark, and then went aboard without them: the . 
» next Morning betimes we went afhore again; aswell 
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afhore we found our two Men, They kill’'d a Hog 
the firft Day, but lofing their way, were forced to 
march like Tigres all the next Day to get tous, and 
threw away moft of their Meat to lighten themfelves, 

et twas Night before they got to the Side of the 
Repu 5 and then being three or four Miles ftill 
from us, they made a Fire and roafted their ‘Meat, 
and having fill’d their Bellies ; lay down to fleep, yet 
had. ftill a fmall Pitrance left for us. We prefently 
returned aboard, and-feafted on the Remains of the 


Roaft-meat, and-being now-pretty full, got up our 
Anchor and ftood away to the South, coalting along. 


by the Ifland; and doubling the S. W. Point, we 
fteered away E.S. EF. We had the Wind when we 
weighed at Weil a moderate Gale, but veering about 
tothe-North, gor at N. W, By that Time we got 
to the South Weft Point of Pines, and it now blew 
a fierce Gale, and held thus two Days, and then 
came to the N. N. W. blowing hard ftill, and from 
thence to the North: then we edged away S. E. for 






e'with the Clearnefs of the Sky, we 

uld havea North :, the Land inter- 
ted our Profpect near the Horizon in the N.W. 
‘therefore we did not fee the black Cloud there, 
which is a fure Prognoftick ofa North; when we came 


it blew hard, and we could not bring her nearer the © 


Wind. From the N. it came about to the N. N. E. 
then we knew that the Heart of it was broke, howe- 


vér it blew hard ftill: then it came about to the N. E.. * 


and blew about four Hours, and fo by Degrees dyed: 
away and edged more Eafterly, till it came tathe \~ 
E. by N. and there it ftood. We were in good Hopes — 


while the North continued, to have gotten to Fa- 


maica before it ceafed, and were forry.to find our |. 
’ delves thus difappointed 5 for we could not fee the. 


Ifland, though we judged we could not be far from — 
it; at Noon we hada good Obfervation, and found ~ 


eurfelves in the Latitude of the IMand, 
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poatd ; therefore the Se defi 
Opinions what to de, and which way 


eft get to fome Shore, either to beat for Fémaica, or 


to bear away before the Wind, for the South Ke Ss. 


4 


All the Seamen but my felf, were for) going to 
South Keys, alledging that.our Ship being fuch a 


expect at fuch a Diftance as we were, being out of the 
Sight of any Land: and that it was probable that in 
three or.four Days Time we might be among the 
South Keys, if we would put for it ; and there we 
fhould find Provifion enough, either Fifth or Fleth. 
I told them that the Craft was in catching it, and it - 
was as probable that we might get as little Food in 
the South Keys, as we did at Pines, where, though 
there was Plenty* of Beefs and Hogs, yet we could 
not tell how to get any: befides we might be fix or 
feven Days in getting to the Keys; all which Time 
we mutt of Neceffity faft, which if ’twere but two or 
three Days, would bring us fo low, that we fhould 
be in a weak Condition to hunt. On the contrary, 
if they would agree to beat a Day or two longer for 
the Ifland Famaica, we might in all Probability fee, 
and come fo near it, that we might fend in ous Boat 
and get Provifion from thence, though we could 
not get in to anchor: for by all Likelihood we 
were not fo far from the Ifland, - but that we 
'* might have feen it, had it been clear; and that the 
hanging of che Clouds feemed to indicate to us, 
that the Land was obfcured by them. Some of 
~ them did acquiefce with me in my Opinion; how- 
— ever, "twas agréed to put away far the South . 
Keys, and accordingly we veered out our Sheets, - 
_ trimm’d our Sails, and fteered away N. N. W. 
\ Iwas fo much diffatisfied, thar ‘I turned into m 
Cabbin, and told them we fhould be all ftarved. 
is €é 2 I could 


Sailer would never go to Wind-ward without the — 
Help of Sea and Land Breezes, which we could not —. 
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us to fell, but *twas fo bad that none would buy 
it; which proved well for us: for after our own 


‘Stotk was fpent, this fupplicd us, We boiled every 


Day two Pieces of it; and becaufe our Peas were 


valleaten, and our Flour almoft fpent, we cut our 


Beef in fmall Bits after *twas boiled, and boiled ic | 


4 ay again in Water, thicken’d with a little Flour, and 
“6 eat it altogether with Spoons, The little Pieces 
of ‘Beef were like Plumbs in our Hodge-Podge. In- 


deed ’twas not fit to be eaten any other way; for 
though it did not ftink, yet it was very unfavoury 
and black, without the Jeaft fign of Fat init: Bread: 
and Flour being fcarce with us, wé could not make 
Dough-boys to eat with it. But to proceed, I had 
not Jain in my Cabbin above three Glaffes,* before 
one on the Deck cryed out, Land! Land! Iwas 
very glad at the News, and we all immediately 
difcerned it very plain. The firft that we faw was 
High-land, which we knew to be Blewfields-Hill, by 
a Bending or Saddle on the Top, with two fmall 
Heads on each Side. It bore N. E. by E. and we 
had the Wind at E. therefore we prefently clapp’d 
on a Wind, and fteered in N. N. E. and foon after. 
we faw all the’Coaft, being not above 5 or 6 Leagues 
from it, We kept jogging on all the Afternoon, not — 
{triving to get into any particular Place ; but where |. 
we could fetch, there we were refolved to Anchor : 
The next Day being pretty near the Shore, berween — 
Blewfields Point, and Point-Nigrill,; and having the — 
Wind large enough to fetch the latter, we fteered 
away directly thither; and feeing a fmall Veffel 
about two Leagues N. W. of us, making Signs to ~ 
fpeak with ys by hoyfing and lowring her Topfails, . * 
' we 
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eks on on naagiteiice ac Nigrily ev: 
any Veffel before nor fince, made fuch Traverfes * 
coming out of the Bay as we'did, having firft blun-. 
der’d over the Alcrany Riff, and then vifived thofe 
Iflands; from thence fell in among. the Colorado” 
Shoals, afterward made a Trip to Grand Caymanes 3 
» and lattly, vifited Pines, tho’ to no Purpofe.. In all 
thefe Rambles we got as much Exper as if we 
had been fent out on a Defign. : 
As foon as we came to anchor, we font our Boat 
afhore to-buy Provifions to regale our felves, after 
our long Fatigue and Fafting, and were very bufie— me) 
going to drink a Bowl of Punch: When,unexpected-" 
ly Capt. Rawlins, Commander of a fmal] New-Eng- ~- — oy 
jand Veffel, that we left at Tri/t; and one Mr. Fobn ey 
Hooker, who had been in the Bay a Twelve-month % 
cutting Logwood, and was now coming up to Ya- 


maica to fell it, came aboard, and were invited into. - e. 
the Cabbin to drink with us 5 the Bowl had not yer oo 
been touch’d, (I think there ‘might be fix Quarts in — 
it) but Mr. Hooker being drunk to by Capt. Rawlins, Re | 


who pledg’d Capt. Hadfwel, and having the Bowl - 4) 
.in his Hand, faid, That he was under an Oath to. > 
drink but three Draughts of ftrong Liquor a Day, aaa 
and putting the Bowl to his Head, turn’d it off ar, 
» one Draught, and fo making himfelf drunk, difap- J 
* pointed us of our Expectations, till we made ano- ? 
_ ther Bowl. The next Day having a brisk N. W. Wind, 


~ which was a kind of Chocolatto North, we arrived at = by 
“eben, $ ne fo ended this troublefome Voyage. Le 
* 
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et Lhe Author's fecond Voyage to the Bay of Cam- 


to Trift» Salinas or Salt Pends. Salt gathered 


_ for the Spaniards by thelndians. Hina, @ re- 


-\“‘markable Hill. Horfe-boof-fih, The’ Triangle 
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Tflands.. Campeachy Town twice.taken. Its 


chief Trade, Cotton, Champeton River; and~ 


its Logwood, a rich Commodity. Port-Royal 


- Harbour and Ifland. Prickly-Grafs. . Sapa- 


dillo Trees. ‘Trift Ifland defcril'd.  Coco- 
Plumb-bufbes. The Grape-Tree. Its Animals, 
Lizards. Laguna Termina and its ftrong 


Tides. Summafenta-River, and Chucque-°’ 


bull Zown. Scrleshis Key. Captain Serles 
his Adventure. The Eaft and Weft Lagunes, 
. with their Branches inhabited by Log-wood 


- Cutters. Oaks growing there, and no where 
. / pitsarp: the Tropicks. The Original of the \ 


ogwood-Trade. The Rainy Seafon, and great 
Floods occafioned by Norths. The dry Seafon. 
Wild Pine-plant. The Logwood-Tree. Blood- 


Wood, Stock-fifh Wood and Camwood. A De-. 
___. feription of fome Animals, Squafbes, large — 

~ bong-tail'd Monkeys, Ant-bears, Sloths,.Ar- 
madillos, Tigre-Cats, Snakes of three forts, 


Calliwafps, Huge Spiders, Great Ants and 


their 


 fettling with the Logwood-Cutters. A De- » 
~~ feription of the Coaft from Cape Condeccdo 
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Black B es the dove 

; fos, Carrion iad SUG; Fac i 
Cockrecas, Ducks of feveral pass Caediee a 
Herons, Crabcatchers, Pelicans, Tie Pas 5 
-Fifbing, Hawks. Several forts of Fifo. Ti 

roi Paricootas, Garr-fifh, Spar 
Mackril: The Ray, Alligators. Crocodiles, 
how they differ from Alligators. A narrow 
Efeape of an \rith- -man from an Alligator, « 
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] T was not long after.our ‘Arrival at Part Royale 
before .we were-paid off, and difcharged. 
Now Captain Fobn/on of New-England, being bound 
again into the Bay of Campeachy, ltook the Oppor- > 2 
tunity of going a Paffenger with him, being re- © 
folved to fpend fome Time at the Logwood Trades. 
and accordingly provided fuch Neceffaries as were 


required about it.(viz.) Hatchets, Axes, Mache&ts, ie . 
(i. e. Long Knives) Saws, Wedges, Gc. a Pavillion 
to fleep in, a Gua with Powder and Shot, &c, and ; e: 


Jeaving a Letter of Attorney with Mr. Fleming, a 9 © 
Merchant af Port-Royal, as well to difpofe of any “a 
thing that I fhould fend up to him, as to remit to 
me what I fhould order, T took leave of my Friends 
and imbarked. Ba 
About the Middle of Feb, 75---6, we failed from © 
Jamaica, and with a fair Wind and Weather, foon 
; tor as far as Cape Catoch; and there metapretty “~~ © 
~-ttrong North, which lafted two Days. After thatthe =~ 
Trade fettled again at E. N, E. which fpeedily car-: | | 


ried us to Tri Iand. Ina little time I fettled my — ~ 

felf in the. Weft Creek: of the Weft Lagune with ¥ 

fome old Logwood-Cutters, to follow the Employ-- ae 
ment with them. Burt I fhall' proceed no farther 
me: with da Relation of my own Affairs, till I have ot 


she: 
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hunting for Beef, and making Hides, ec. 
p have inv my former Voyage defcribed the Coaft 
rom Cape Catoch to Cape Condecedo, Therefore 1 
fhall now begin where I then left off, and following 
the fame Method, proceed to give fome Account of 
the Sea-coaft of the Bay of Campeachy; being com- 
petently qualified for it by many little Excurfions 
: = IT made from Tri/t during my Abode in thefe 
‘> arts. 4 ‘ 

. The Bay of Campeachy isa deep bending of the 
‘Land, contained between Cape Condecede on the Eaft, 
- anda Point thooting forth from the High-Land of 
~ St. Martins on the Weft. The Diftance between 
_ — thefe two Places is about 120 Leagues, in which are 

many large and navigable Rivers, wide Lagunes, &c. 

Of all which I fhall treat in their Order, as alfo of 

the Land on the Coaft ; its Soil; Product, &c: Tox 

gether with fome Obférvations concerning, the 
Trees, Plants, Vegetables; Animals, and Natives-of 
the’Country. 

From Cape Condecedo to the Salinas is 14. 0t 15 
Leagues ; the Coaft runs in South : It is all a fandy 
~) Bay between, ‘ and the Land alfo within, is dry and 

*fandy, producing only fome fcrubbed Trees. Half- 

{way between thefe two Places you may dig in the 
Sand above High-water Mark, and find very good 
fret Water. 
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there is nor above 6 or 7 Foot Water ; and clofe 
by the Sea, a little within the Land, there isa large 
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- ~ « -Country are ordered by the Spaniards, to give their 
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_.  Attendance,to rake itathore,and gather itintoagreat 
_ Pyramidal Heap, broad below and fharp at the Top, 


se like». 


The Salina is a fine {mall Harbour for Banks; but - ‘ 


~~ Salt Pond, belonging to Campeachy Town, which ~ © 
yields Abundance of Salt. At the Time.when the Salt 
_ « kerns, which is in May or Fune, the Indians of the 
ae Vs 
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with dry Grafs and Reeds, they fet Lf apts a 
this burns the out-fide Salt to a hard black ‘Cruf 
The hard Croft is afterwards a Dela the © 

_ Rains that are now fettled in, and preferves the 

» Heap-dry even in the wetteft Seafon. The Indian 

whole Bufinefs-I have told you, isto gather the Salt 
thus into Heaps, wait here by Turns’ all the Kern- 
ing Seafon, not lefs than ee. or fifty Families at 
a Time; yet here are no Houfes for them to lie in, 
neither do they at all regardit ;-for they are relieved of 
by a frefh Supply of Indiazs every Week ; and they 
al] fleep in the open Air, fome on the Ground, but 

‘moft in very poor Hammocks faftned to Trees or 

’ Pofts, ftuck into the Ground for that Parpets There — 

Fare is no better than their Lodging ; for they have 
no other Food while they are here but Tartilloes 
and Pofole. Tartilloes are {mall Cakes made of the 
Flour of Indian Corn; and Pofole is alfo Indian . — 
Corn boiled, of which they make their Drink, But 
of this‘more hereafter, when I treat of the Natives 
afd their manner of Living. When the Kerning 
Seafon is over, the Jxdians match Home to ther . 
‘fettled Habitations, taking no more Care of the Salt. 7. 
But the Spaniards of Campeachy, who are Owners'of 
the Ponds, do frequently {fend their Barks hither for =.) 9) 
Salt, to load Ships that lye in Campeachy Roads; 9 
and afterwards tranfport it to all the Ports in the ‘ 
Bay of Mexico, efpecially to Aluarado and Tompeck, ~~ 

“two great Fifhing Towns: and I think that all the 

Inland Towns thereabouts, are fupplied wich it; for — 

~ _Iknow of no other Salt Ponds on all the Coaft, 
befides this and thofe before mentioned. This Salina 
Harbour was often vifited by the Englifh Logwood- 

Cutters in théir way from Famaica to TA, And 

they found any Barks here, ‘either light or laden 
~ they made. bold to take and fell both the Ships an 

"the Indian Sailors that belonged to them, This th 
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20 by way of Reprizal, 
Injurics received of the Spaviards ; 
?twas but 

aimaica knew nothing of it, neither durft the Spa- 
niards complain ; for at that Time they ufed to take 
“all the Englif Ships they met with in thefe Parts, 
not fparingyeven fuch as came laden with Sugar from 
5 Jamaica, and were bound for England efpecially if 
>© they had Logwood aboard. This was done openly, 


# 






~~ © and the Men imprifoned without any Redrefs. 
‘From the Salinas to Campeachy Town, is about 20 
Leagues; the Coaft runs S. by W. The firft 4 
~ Leagues‘of it, ¢long the Coait is drowned Mangrove- 
Land, yet about two Mile South of the Salina, about 
200 Yards from the Sea, there is a frefh Spring, which’ 
4 isvifited by all the Judians that pafs this way either'in 
} Bark or Canaa ; there being no Water befides near 
«its and there is a fmall dirty Path leads to it thro? 
~, _ the Mangroves ; after you are paft thefe Mangtoves, 
>. the Coaft rifeth higher with many fandy Bays, where 
Boats may conveniently Jand, but no frefh Water till 


.. Land further along the Coaft is partly Mangrovy, 
~ but moft of it dry Ground, and not very fruitful; 
_ producing only a few fcrubbed Buthes : and there is 
~ no Logwood growing on all this Coaft, even from’ 

Cape Catoch to Campeachy Town. Pdi 
~~. About fix Leagues before you come to Campeachy 


‘the Surf of the Sea, clofe by the Shose, you find 


you come toa River near Campeachy Town. The . 


there is a fmall Hill called Hina, where Privateers. 

do commonly anchor and keep Centinels on the Hill, 
_* to look out for Ships bound to the Town: ‘Phere is 
Plenty of goon Fire-wood, but ‘no Water ; and in” 


though’ ee 


‘a Pretence : for the Governours of — 


©. for the Ships were carried into the Havana, therefold, 
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\bundance of Shell-fith, call’d by the English, Horfe- 
bofs, becaufe the under-part or Belly of the Fifh is” 

‘flat, and fomewhat refembling that Figure'in Shape 

and Magnitude 3 but the Back is round like cari fr be 

es: : } e$ 3 















ic 7y {ma 1) Claws = and © ri DO th 

very Meat 3 but I never tafted on . 

my felf. ME RRs ec eemte? 
“There are three fmall low fandy-Ifands, 25° 


- but only great numbers of large Rats and \ Plenty of 


“from the fhore, but thefe and the Alcranies, men- 


_makes a fine fhew, being built all with good Stone. — 


ftayed 3 Days for an Anfwer before he landed his 


_ > -advifed by the Jamaica Privateers, to takeit by Stra” 
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or 26 Leagues from Hina, bearing North from 












30 Leagues from Campeachy.. On the South fide of ae 
thefe Ifands there is ae Anchorage ; but neither eRe 
Wood nor Water: andas for Animals, wefaw hone, » 


Boobies, and Men-of-War-Birds. Thefe Iflands are 
call’d the Triangles, from the Figure they: make in 
their Pofition. Thereare no other at any diftance — 
tioned in the former Chapter, in all rhis Coaft that 
I have feen. . Bast é 

From Hina to Campeachy, as I have faid before, is* 7 
about 6 Leagues. Campeachy isa fair Town, ftanding: te »? 
on the fhore ina fmall bending of the Land; andis. 9) 
the only Town on all this Coaft, even from Cape sie 
Catoch to La vera Cruz, that ftands opento the Sea. Te 


The Houfes are not high, but the Walls very ftrong; 
the Roofs flattifh, after- the Spanij/> Fathion, and =. 7 
covered with Pantile. Thereis a ftrong Cittadelor > 
Fort at one end, planted with many Guns, where 
the Governour refides with a fmall Garrifon to de- ». 7) 
fendit. Though thig Fort commands the Townand 
‘Harbour, yet it has been twice taken. Firft»by, 
Sir Chrifopher Mims; whovabout the Year 1659, % 
having fummoned the Governour, and .afterwards” 

















We 


Men, yet then took it by Storm, and chat only with 
fmall Arms. I have been told thatwhen he was 
gemin the Night, he replied, that he feorned to ©! | 
fteal a Victory Pchetchwen when he went’againft it, 
he gave them warning of his Approach, ne is 
ES : rums 
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uMmpets ; yet he took -the Forta 
fet, and immedia’ sare, bi after of the — 
Ba. ee Chey IBS 
St was taken a fecond time by Englifs and. Erench 
rivateers, aboutthe Year 1678,’ by furprize. They 
Tented in the Night about two Leagues from the 

Town, and marching into the Country, lighted on a 
~ Paththat brought them thither. The next Morning 
_ near Sun-rifing, they entered the Town, when many 
of the Inhabitants were riow ftirring in their Houfes ; 
who hearing a noife in the Street, looked out to know 
the Ogeafion ; and feeing armed Men marching to- 
wards the Fort, fuppofed them to be fome Soldiers of 
_ their own Garrifon, that were returned out of the- 
-~ Country ; for about a Fortnight or 3 Weeks before, 

’ they had fent out a Party to fupprefs fome. Jndians, | 
then in Rebellion; a thing very common ‘in this 
Country. Under favour of this Suppofition, the 
Privateers marched through the Streets, even to the 
y Fort, without the leaft Oppofition. Nay, the Townf- 

eS People bad them Good Morrow ; and congratulated 
> their fafe return ; not difcovering them to be Ene- 
oe mies, till they fired at the Centinels on the Fort-wall, 
and prefently after began a furious Attack; and 
turning two fmall Guns, which they found in the 
_. Parade, againft the Gates of the Fort, they foon made 
~~. themfelves Mafters of it. The Town is not very 
~ rich, though as I faid before, the only Sea-port on . 
all this Coaft. The cbiefeft Manufacture of thé 
Country is Cotton-Cloath ; this ferves for cloathin 
the dndians, and even the*poorer fort of Spaniards 
wear nothing elfe. It is ufed alfo for making Sails 
. ~for Ships, and remitted to other parts for the fame 


- “> Befide, Cotton-Cloth, and Salt fetched from the 
-. Salinas, I- know of no other vendible Commodity 
exported hence. Indeed formerly this place was the —_ 
¥ ‘Seale of the whole Logwood-Irade ; which is there--_ 
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The place where the Spaniards did then cut it, was 
" ataRiver called Champeton, about 10 or 12 Leagues - 
to Leeward of Campeachy Town, the Coaft fro 
thence South, the Land poe high and rocky, The — 
Native Indians that lived hereabouts, were hired to, 
cut it for a Ryal a Day, it being then worth go, 
100. or 1101. per Tun. . he 
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: After the Englifb had taken Famaica, and ta 3 
to cruife in this Bay, they found many Barks la en. ae 
with it, but not knowing its value then, they either = 
fet them adrift’ or burned them, faving only the =~ 
Nails and Iron work ; a thing now ufual among the © 
Privateers, taking no notice at all of the Cargo, 7 
till Capt. ‘Zames, having taken a great Ship laden with: 
it and brought her home to England, to fither for, 
a Privateer, beyond his Expectation, fold his Wood» 
atagreatrate; tho’ before he valued it fo little thac =~ 
he burned of it all his Paffage home. After hisre=, | © 
turn to Famaica, the Englifh vifiting this Bay, ‘ 
found out the Place where it grew, and if they 
-met no Prize’at Sea, they would go to Champeton . 
River, where they were certain to find large Piles © 
cut to their Hand, and brought to the Sea-fide ready 
to befhipp’d off. This was their Common Practice ; 
till at the laft the Spaniards fent Soldiers thither to 
_ prevent their Depredations. ; . 
But by this time the Exglih knew the Trees, as.. “7 
growing; and underftanding their value, beganto 
rummage other Coafts of the Main, in fearch of 
it, till, according to their defire, they found large 
Groves of it, firft at Cape Catoch; (which, asIhave = 
faid before, was the firft Place where they fettledto © 
_ Logwood-cutting) and loaded many Vefféls. from = — 
» thence to Famaica, and other Places. But it growing 


by fcarce there, they found outthe Lagune of Tri in the ee 


os 
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Bay 





tr de, anc fave ever-Ghce.céliti ditt even to the © 
1e of my being here : But to proceed. =~ 
_” From the River Champeton to Pott. -Royal, is about 
is Leagues ; the Coaft $.S. W. or S. W. by S, 










or!-Royal, called Port Efcondedo. 
Port-Royal is a broad entrance into a Salt Lagune, 
‘of g or 10 Leagues long, and 3 or 4 wide, with 
2 Mouths, one at each end. This Mouth of Port- 


ter. Within the Barr it is deep enough, and 
Dae is good Anchoring on either fide. The en- 
trance is abouta Mile over, and two Miles in 


fmooth Landing. 

Ships commonly anchor on the Weather or Eaft- 
fide next Champeton, both for the convenience of 
fome Wells they dug on the Bays by the Priva- 

ek teers and Log-wood-Cutters, as alfo to ride more out 
~~»... of the Tide, which here runs very ftrong. This 
Be Place is remarkable enough, becaufe from hence the 
». . Land trends away Weft, and runs fo for about 65 
~ or 7o Leagues farther. 


fide of the Mouth, as the Main does the other : It 
“js about 2 Miles wide and 3 Leagues long, running 


~~ and pretty clear of Woods, with fome Grafs, bear- 
me ing {mall prickly Bur, no bigger than a Grey Pea, 


~ Bushes of Burron-wood: anda little further to the 
‘Weft grow wig Sapadillo-Trees, whofe Fruit is 





length ; it hath fair fandy Bays on each fide, with — 


On the Weft-fide of this Harbour i isa low Ifland,. 
--call’d by Us Porg-Royal-Iland; which makes one 


ich renders it very troublefome to thofe that walk 
bare-foot, as the Bay-Men often do. Therearefome . 










~ Low-land with a fandy Bay againft the Sea, and . 

fome Trees by the fhore, with fmal}\Savannabs,*mixt © 

with fmall fhrubby Woods within Land all the | 

snes There is baly one River between Champeton + 
P c 


. a hath a Barr, whereon there is 9 or 10 Foot ° 


Baft and Weft. The Eaft-end of this Ifland is fandy 


long 






nore woody, efpecially che North-fide, whichis 
of white Mangrove clofe'to the fhore. ©. ~ 
On the Welt-fide of this Ifand, is another 
ow Ifland, called Trif, feparated from the for 
by a {mall Salt-Creek, fcarce broad enough | 
anoa to paddle through. i: 
The [land Trift is in Bink Places three Miles wide, ~ 
and about four Leagues in length; running E. and ,— 
V. The Eaft-end is fwampy and full of white Man- 
proves ; and the South-fide much the fame: The 
eft-part is dry and fandy, bearing .a fort-of long ©. : 
raf, growing in Tufts very thin. This is afort* ~~ 
f Savannah, with fome large Palmeto-Trees growing 
in it. The. North-fide of the Weft-end ‘is fulk ae | 
Coco-Plum Bufhes, and fome Grapes. ey G Rad 
The Coco-Plum Bu/b is about eight or nine Foot... | 
high, {preading out into many Branches. kts Rind ~ 
black and fmooth, the Leaves oval and pretty lange, 
and of a dark Green. The Fruit is abour the big- 
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nefs of a Horfe-Plum, but round ; fome are black, 0%, 
fome white, others reddifh : The Skin of the Plum » veh 
is very thin and fmooth ; the infide white, foft and - = 
woolly, rather fit to fuck than bite, inclofing inithe é me 
Middle a large foft Stone. This Fruit grows com-)  _ ot 
monly in the Sand near the Sea ; and I have tafted 9, 
{Ome that have been faltith ; but they are commonly ™ 
iveltxnd pleafant enough, and accounted very a 
wholfome. — pean 14 
The Body of the Grape-Tree is about two or three ee 
Foot in Circumference, growing feven or eightFoot » 
high, then fends forth many Branches, whofe Twigs 
are thick and grofs; the ves are fhaped much — | 
like an Ivy-Leaf, but broader and more hard ; »the 
L 


pe a j-3 


Fruit is asbig as’ an ordinary Grape, growing in 
Bunches or Chutters among the Twigs all over the. 
Tree ; it is black when ripe, and the infide reddih, » 
with a Jarge hard Stone in Ps te  ThisFruit is. 
: te lp ny ph At. * ; very Rages 
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the Tre sit Agood. Fewel, - makin a clear flr 
Fire, therefore often ufed by the Privateers to har 





en the Steels of their Guns when faulty. ae 
The Animalsof this //and are, Lizards, Guanoes, 
Snakes and Deer: Befide the common fmall Lizard, 
-- |  qhere is another fort of a large Kind, call’d a Lyon- 
© Lizard: ThisCreature is fhap’d much like the other, 
“but almoft as big as a Man’s Arm, and it has a large 
Comb on its Head; when it is affaulted ir fets its 
_~ Comb up an end 5 but otherways it lies down flat : 
Here are two or three forts of Snakes : fome very 
~~ farge, as I have been told. 
 * «At the Weft-end of the J/fand clofe by the Sea, 
‘you may dig in the Sand five or fix foot deep, and 
find good frefh Water : There are commonly Wells 
ready made by Seamen to water their. Ships ; but 
Ftd they foon fill up, if not clear’d ; and if you dig too 







deep, your Water will be falt.” This J/and was fel- 
> clear of Inhabitants when the Hug/ifh vifited the 
“Bay for Logwood ; for rhe biggeft Ships did always 
tide here in fix or feven Fathom Water clofe by the 
_* fhore ; but fmaller Veffels ran up three Leagues far- 
~~ \. ther to One-Buhh Key, of which in my former Chapter. 
_**» The iecond Mouth or Entrance into the Lagune is 
between Frit, and Beef-Tfand, and is about three 
-Milewide. Icis thoal without, and only two Chan- 
nels to come in: The deepeft Channel on the Spring- 
_ Tide, has twelve Foot Water. It lies near the mi 
dle of the Mouth ; hard Sand on the Bar ; the Weft 
~~ Channel is about ten foot Warer, and lies pretty 
7 ety pear we Rina : you run in with the Sea-Breeze, and 
~.* found all the way 5 taking your fcunding from Beef- 
-._ Iland-thore. The bortom is foft Oaz, and it fhoals 
Gradually. Being fhot in within Bee/-Jland Point, 
you will have three Fathom ; then you may ftand o- 
ay 5S mer towards Trif, ti | you come near the thate, = 
an oe * there 


Wi AR, 


Baatsey Tak a 


4 spt? Syke sd. d, This mn 
by the Spaniards, see ‘Teimina, or the Li 
3 bok becaufe they run very ftrong here. 
" Veffels, as Barks, Periagoes, or Canoas, ma 
~ through this Lagune, from one Mouth to the he achat e 
* or into fuch Creeks, Rivers, or fmallef Lagunes, as 
_ empty themfelves into this, of which here are many 
_ The firft of note on the ‘att- part of this Lagune, 
_ as you come in at Port-Royal, is the River ae 
enta, 
cf This River, though but finally yet is big eras 
. for Periagoes to enter. Itdifembogues on ee South- 
~ fide near the middle of the Lagune. There’ was 7) 
‘formerly an Indian Village named Summafenta, near ~— 
. the Mouth of the River ; and another large Judian 
Town call'd Chucquebul, feven or eight Leagues up — 


in the ravi 8 This latter was once taken by the 
y 


Privateers ; whom I have been informed, Po a 
there were about two thoufand Families of Indians ae 
in it, and two or three Churches, and as many. a 
nil Friars, though no white Men sas Theand ~ ee 
“near this River yields plenty of Logw , Ai 
- From Summajenta River to One. Buph ey font o or 
“five Leagues, the fhore running Weft. “I havede- 
» feribed One-Buth-Key, and the Creek againfb it, 
Shen as I faid, -is very narrow, and not above a 
il before it opens ‘into another wide Lake, 
_ ng ner N. and S. called the Eaf Lagune 
is about a League and a wide, 























rt] iathi and whdet 
éghere is another fmal] Creek like a 
comes out inft One-Bul>-Key, but lefs 2 
ver, which difchargeth it felf into Laguna Tors vi 
inft afmall fandy Key, called by the En- — 

Serle’s Key, from one Captain Serles, who firft 
ireen’d his Rae ox vai Piss age? rig vat killed ~ 
the Weftern e, by one is Company as 
cy were cut sLhewecd together. This any, t 
5 was one of Sir Henry Morgan’s Commanders, ~ 
the facking'o of Panama; who being fent out to * 
~~ eruife in a fmall Veffel in tS, heed : 

- to furprize at Taboca, the Boatfwain and ofthe 
_ Crew belonging to the Trinity, - a Spanifh Ship, on | 
Board which were th¢ Friars and Nuns, with all the. A 
old Gentlemen and Matrons of the Town, tothe . 


in Silver and Gold, of Dakas ‘informed by ee 
Peralia, who then commanded a ace 

terwards, when fhe was taken by Captain in Sher sll 
h EP Giga hans the Sip 
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E tis brackifh. 
Land on both fides thele aia! 
_fwampy, affording only M 
eaeart only pig earn, hem, || 
_ large Oaks, befides which I did never cars 
ing within the Tropicks : but 20 Paces in. 
grows plenty of Logwood, pesetOne ae 
fertled themfelves here alfo. 
‘On the Welt-fide of the Wet-Branch lyes. ala 
Pafture for Cattle about three Miles from the Cres 
to which the Logwood-Cutters had made Paths 
their Huts to hunt Cattle, which are always theré in 
he numbers, and commonly fatter than thofe meet 
neighbouring Savannahs’; and therefore was cal-- 
led the fat Savannah, and this Weft-Creek was al- 
ways moft inhabited by Logwood-Cutters. ° ; 
The Logwood-Trade was grown vcry common be- : 
fore I came hither, here being, as I {aid before, a- 
bout 260 or 270 Men living in all the Legume and 
at Beef-J/land, of which Jfe I fhall fpeak hereafter: ~ 
This Trade.had its Rife from the decay of Privateer- ~ at 
img; for after Jamaica was well ferried by the E ae 
glib, and a Peace eftablifhed with Spain, ‘the Pri- 
vateers who had hitherto lived upon plundering the 
Spaniards, were put to their fhifts ; for they had pro- 
ally fpent whatever they got, and now wanting 
nce, were forced either to go to Petit Guavas, A 
where the Privatect-Trade_ ftill, Continued, or into 
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though: Loe could a 
ow, sf tires a dry Bufinets r tere 
















; — they. 
dered and br inten Zomen tO 
e them at their. and fent their Hufbands 
to be fold at Jamaica ; befides they had not forgot 
ir old Drinking-bouts, and would fill {pend 30 
or 40/, at a fitting aboard the Ships that came hi- 
ther from Jamaica ; caroufing and firing of Guns 
three or four Days together. And though after- 
“wards many fober Men came into the Bay to cut 
+ Wood, yet by degrets the old Standards fo debauch- 
ed them that they could never fettle themfelves un- 
det any Civil Government, but continued in their 
© Wickednefs, till the Spaniards, encouraged by their 
» earelefs Rioting, fel] upon them, and took moft of 
them fingly at their own Huts; and carried them 
away Prijoners to Campeachy or LaVera Cruz from 
whence they were fent to Mexico, and fold to feve- 
ral Tradeftnen in that City ; and from thence, after 
two or three Years, when they could fpeak Spani/h, 
many of them made their Efcapes, and marched in 
by-Paths, back to La Vera Cruz, and by the Flota 
conveyed to Spain, and fo to England. 1 have fpoke 
with many of them fince, who told me that none 
of them were fent to the Silver Mines to work, 
but kept-in or near the City, and never fuffered 
© go with their Caravans to New Mexico, or that 
_ way. 1 relate this, becaufe it is generally fuggefted 
~ that the Spaniards commonly fend their Prifoners 
; thither, and ufe them very barbaroufly ; but I 
could never Jearn that any European has been thus 
-. ferved ; whether for fear of difcovering their Weak~- 
3 nefs, or for any other Reafon, I know not. But to 
pron It is moft certain that the Logwood-Cur- 
ters, that were in the Bay when I was there, were all 
routed or taken; a thing lever feared, and that 
was the reafon that moved me at laft to come away, 
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Having thus given an Account of the firft fetli 
of this Place by my Countrysmen, I thall next fay 
fomething concerning the Seafons of the Year, fome - 
particulars of the Country, its Animals, of theLog-  ~ 
wood-Trade, and their manner of Hunting, and fe- 
veral remarkable Paffages that happened during my — 
ftay there. tae 

This part of the Bay of Campeachy lies nvabout18 — 
d. of North Lat. The Sea-Breezes here in fair Wea- 
ther, are at N. N. E. or N, The Land-winds are 
at S. S. E. and S.*but in bad Weather at E. S. B. 
a hard gale for two or three Days together. ‘The —_ 
dry Seaton begins in September, and holds cill April ~~ 
or May ; then comes in the wet Seafon, which be- 
gins with Tornadoes ; firft one in a Day, and by de- © 
grees increafing till fume ; and then you have fer 
Rains till the latter end of Augu/t. ‘This fwells the 
Rivers fo that they overflow, and the Savannahs be- 
gin te be covered with Water ; and although there 
may be fome intermiffion of dry Weather, yet there, 
are ftill plentiful fhowers of Rain: fo that as the 


Water does not increafe, neither does it decreafe, ~~ ~ 
but continues thus till the North Winds are fer in .  ” 
ftrong, and ‘then all the Savannahs for many Miles, 
feem to be but part of the Sea. The Norths do es a 


commonly fet in about the beginning of Ofober, and i 
continue by intervals till March. Burof thefeIfhall = | 
fpeak more in my Chapter of Winds. Thefe Winds 


blowing right in onthe Land, drive in the Sea, and ee 
Keep HB ides from their conftant Courfe as longas = 
they laft, which is fometimes two or three SS 2 
by this means the Frefhes are pent up, and ove % a 


much more than before; - ae os there be lefs Rain. =a 
They blow moft fiercely in December and January + 
- but afterwards they decreafe in ‘Strength; and are» 
neither fo frequent nor lafting, and chen theFrefhes . 

"Dds: begin 2 a 





_ one that Knows not how to get Water otherways 
_amay perifh for Thirft ; bur thofe tat are acquaint- 
~ ed here, in their Neceffity make to the Woods, and 
refréfh themfelves with Water that they find in wild 
Pines. 
~The wild Pine is a Plant fo called, becaufe it 
fomewhat refembles the Bufh that bears the Pine : 
they are commonly fupported, or grow from fome 
unch, Knot or Excrefcence of the Tree, where 
they take root, and grow upright. The Root is 
fhort and thick, from whence the Leaves rife up in 
Folds one within another, fpreading off at the top: 
They are of a good thick Subftance, and about ten 


‘ys . compact as to contain the Rain-water as it* falls. 
ee. They will hold a Pint and a half, or a Quart; and 
Ea, this Water refrefhes the Leaves and nourifhes the 
mS ..... Root. When we find thefe Pines, we ftick our 
_.- Knives into rhe Leaves juft above the Root, and that 
lets out the Water, which we catch in our Hats, as 
Thavedone many times to my great Relief. 
~ The Land near the Sea or the Lagunes is Mangro- 
vy, and always wet, but at a little diftance from it, 
it is faft and firm, and never overflow’d but in the 
wet Seafon. The Soil is a ftrong yellowith Clay ; 









* ___ though not deep. Here grow divers forts of Trees of 
*-- no great bulk or height. Among thefe the Log- 
> _,, wood-Trrees thrive beft, and are very plentiful ; this 
; ~ ‘being the moft proper Soil for them : for they do not 
ae “thrive in dry Ground, neither fhall you fee any’ 


our 








or twelve Inches long. The out-fide Leaves are fo - 


But yet the upper Coat or Surface is a black Mold,. 


. growing in rich black Mold. They are much like © 





et vise 









deal bigger: the Rind of Sean gz 
es is whee and fmooth ; with fome Prickles fh 
forth herg and there : So that an Englifbm . 
knowing te difference, would take them for White-» 
Thorns ; but the Body and old Branches are black= 
ith ; the Rind rougher, with few or no Prickles. 
The Leaves are fmall and fhaped like the Common — * 
White-Thorn-Leaf, of a palifh Green. We always 
_ chufe to cut the old black-rinded Trees ; for thefe 
have lefs Sap, and require but little pains to chip’ or. 
cut it. The Sap is white, and the Heart red : The 
Heart is ufed much for dying ; therefore we chip off 
all the white Sap, till. we come to the Heart; and es 
then it is fit to be tranfported to Europe. After ithas > 97 
been chip’d a little while, it turns black 5. and if it ~ * 4 
Ives in the Water it dyes it like Ink ; and fometimes: 
it has been ufed to write with. Some Trees are five 
or fix Foot in Circumference : and thefe we can fearce 
cut into Logs fmall enough for a Man’s Burthen, 
without great Labour; and therefore are forced to — 
blow them up. It is a very ponderous fort of Wood, 
and burns very well, making a clear ftrong.fire, and = | |) 
very lafting. We always harden the Steels of our | 
Fire-Arms, when they are faulty, in a Logwood-fire, <a 
if we can get it, but otherways, as I faid before, with) 
Burton-wood or the Grape-Tree. The true Logwood 
I think grows only in he Country of Yucatan; and SS 
even there but only in fome Places near the Sea. The =>) 
chiefeft places for ir are either here or.at Cape Ca~ = 
toch, aid on the South-fide of Fucatan in the Bayof.  —* 
Honduras, There are other forts of Wood much © | 
like it in Colour, and ufed for dying alfo 5 fome f 
more efteemed,* others of leffer value. Of thefeforts * 
Blood-wood and Stock-fith:wood are of thenatural = 
— of America, 5 Geena 
‘The Gulph of Nicaragua, which opensagainftthe © 
Tle of Perth, is the ody Place tha Fnow i the sae 
orth- 









and on the other fide of the Country againtt it 
in the South-Seas, produceth the fame forts. 
_ This Wood is of a brighter red than the Log- 
~~ wood. It was fold for 30/. per Tun, when Log- 
- wood was but at 14 or 15; and at the fame time 
- Stock-fith-wood went at 7 or 8. This laft fort grows 
in the Country near Rio la Hacha, to the Eaft of St. 
Martha, by the fides of Rivers in the Low-Land. 
It-is ‘a fmaller fort of Wood than the former. I have 
feen a Tree much like the Logwood, in the River 
Of Conception in the Samballoes 5 and I know it will 
dye; but whether it be either of thefe two forts, I 
wknow not: Befides here and in the places before- 
Mentioned, Ihave not met with any fuch Wood in 
“WAimer ica. 
At Cherburg near Sierra-Leone in Africa, there is 
ro Camwood, which is much like Blood-wood, if not 
eel the fame. And at Tunqueen, inthe Ea/t-Indies, there 
. is alfo fuch another fort: I have not heard of any 
more in any part of the World. But to proceed. 

The Land as you go farther from the Sea rifeth 

ftill fomewhat higher ; and becomes of a more plan- 
table Mould: There the Trees are generally of ano- 
ther fort; growing higher and taller than the Log- 
wood-Trees or any near them : Beyond this, you ftill 
‘enter into large Savannahs of long Grafs, two or 
three Miles wide ; in fome Places much more. 

The Mould of the Savafinahs is generally black 
ee and deep, producing a coarfe fort of fedgy Grafs : 
~~. Inthe latter end of the dry Time, we fet fire to it, 
/) which runs like Wild-fire, andkeeps burning as long 
~~» “as there is any Fewel ; unlefs fome good fhower of 

~ Rain put ir-out : Then prefently fptings up a new 
i sa Crop, which thrives beyond all belief. The © 


ni % 


_. Savannahs are bounded on each fide with Ridges of 
 ‘Bigher Land, of a light-brown Colour ; deep and 
---yery fruitful: producing extraordinary aa high 
pee rees, . 
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‘The Land for ten-or twenty Miles fro 
Sea, is generally compos’d of many Ridges of deli.’ 


cate Wood-land, and large Furrows of pest gently ae 
er. 


Savannahs, alternately intermix’d with each 

The Animals of this Country are, Hortes, Bul- 
locks, Deer, Warree, Precary, Squafhes, Poffums, 
Monkeys, Ant-Bears, Sloths, Armadilloes, Porcu- 
pines, Land-turtle, Guanoes, and Lizards of all 
kinds. 

The Squafh is a four-footed Beaft, bigger than 
a Cat: Its Head is much like a Foxes, with fhort 
Ears and along Nofe. It has pretty fhort Legs, and 
fharp Claws, by which it will run up Trees like a 
Cat. The Skin is covered with fhort fine yellowifh 
Hair. The Fieth of it is good, fweet, wholefome 
Meat. We commonly fkin and roaft it; and then 
we cal] it Pig, and I think it eats as well. It feeds 
on nothing but good Fruit ; therefore we find them 
moft among the Sapadillo-Trees ; This Creature 
never rambles very far: and being taken young, 
will become as tame as a Dog, and be as roguith as 


~ a Monkey. 


The Monkeys that are in thefe Parts are the ughieft 
Tever faw. They are much bigger than a Hare, and 
have great Tails about two Foot and a half long. The 
under-fide of their Tails is all bare, with a black 
hard Skin; but the upper-fide, and all the Body is 
covered with coarfe, long, black, ftaring Hair. Thefe 
Creatures keep together 20 or 30 in a Company, 
and ramble over the Woods ; leaping from Tree ta 
Tree. If they meet with a fingle Perfon they will 
threaten to devour him. When I have been alone 
I have been afraid to fhoot*them,. efpecially the firft 
Time I met than. They weie a a Company 

ing from Tree to Tree, over my Head ; chatter- 


ing and making aterrible Noife; and a great many 
oo Faces, and fhewing antick Geftures. Some’ 


broke 
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reer a 
aft one bigger than the reft, came to admall Limb 


ze - “att over my Head; and leaping direétly at me, 
* ~ ‘made me ftart back ; but the Monkey caught hold 
of the- Bough with the tip of his Tail ; and there 


continued fwinging to and fro, and making Mouths 
at me..: At laft Lpaft on, they ftill keeping me 
Company, with the like menacing Poftures, tll I 
came to our Huts. The Tails of thefe Monkeys are 
as good to them as one of their Hands ; and they 
will hold as faft by them. If two or more of us were 
together they would haften from us. The Females 
with their young ones are much troubled to leap af- 





ter the Males ; for they have commonly two: one 


fhe carries under one of her Arms; the other firs on 


4 ae 4 


i ' 
7 eS, 


a th ine and Dung about my Ears; at 


TS 


her Back, andclafps her two Fore-Paws abour her - 


Neck. Thefe Monkeys are the moft fullen I ever met 
with; for all the Art we could ufe, would never 
tame them. Ic is a hard matter tofhoot one of them, 
fo as to take it, for if it gets hold with its Claws or 
Tail, it will not fall as long as one breath of Life 
remains. After I have fhot atone and broke a Leg 
or an Arm, I have pitied the poor Creatugs to fec 
it look and handle the wounded Limb, and turn it 
about from fide to fide. Thefe Monkeys are very 
rarely, or (as fome fay) never on the Ground. 
The Ant-Bear i¢ a four-footed Beaft, as big as a 
retty large Dog; with rough black-brown Hair : It 
os fhort ae 3 along Nofe and little Eyes; a very 
little Mouth, and a flender Tongue like an Earth- 
worm about five or fix Inches long. This Creature 
feeds. on Ants; therefore you always find them near 
an Ants Neft or Path. It takes its food thus. It lays 









its Nofe down flat on the Ground, clofe by the “a 


“Path that the Anss travel in, (whereof here are many 


in this Country) and -then puts out his Tongue 
athwart the Path: the Ants pafling forwards and 
> ~ - backwards 


or 
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‘ provoked co move fafter. 


backwards continually, hen they come 7 

Tongue make a ftop, and in two or three Min 
time 
fhe perceiving draws in her “Tongue, and then eats 
them ; and after puts it out again to trapan more. 





They fmell very ftrong of Ants, and tafte much 


ftronger ; for I have eaten of them. I have met with 


thefe Creatures in feveral places of America, as well 


as here 3 (i. ¢. in the Samballoes) and in the South- 
Seas, on the Mexican Continent. . 


The Sloth is a four-footed, hairy, fad-coloured 


Animal ; fomewhat lefs than the Ant-bear, and not, 
fo réugh: Its Head is round, its Eyes fmall; it has. 


a fhort Nofe, and very fharp Teeth; fhort Legs, 
but extraordinary long tharp Claws. This Creature 


feeds on Leaves, whether indifferently of all forts,’ 
or only on fome particular kinds, I know not. They» 


are very mifchievous to the Trees where they come, 
and are fo flow in Motion, that when they have eaten 
all the Leaves on one Tree, before they can get 
down from that and climb another, and fettle them- 
felves to their frefh Banquet ( which takes them up 
five or fix Days, though the Trees ftand near,) they 
are nothing but Skin and Bones, although they came 
down plump and fat from the laft Tree. They ne- 
ver defcend till they have ftript every Limb and 
Bough, and made them as bare as Winter. It takes 
them up eight or nine Minutes to move one of their 
Feet three Inches forward ; and they move all their 
four Feet one after another, at the fame flow rate; 
neither will ftripes make them mend their pace ; 
which} haye-tried.to do, by whipping them ;. but 
they feem infepfible, and can neither be frighted, or 


The Armadillo ( fo called froin its Suit of Armour) 


- is_as big as a final! fucking Pig: ‘The Body of it 
‘pretty long, This Creatwreis inclofed in a thick 


Shell, 


it will be covered all over with Ants; which 
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for the four Legs; the Head is fmafj, with a Nofe 
like a Pig, ap long Neck, and)can put out its 
“Head before its Body when it walks ; but on any dan- 
ger fhe puts it in under the Shell; and drawing in 
Eee Feet, the lies ftock-ftill like a Land-Turtle: 
And though you tofs her about fhe will not move 
herfelf. ‘The Shell is jointed in the Middle of the 
Back ; fo that fhe can turn the Fore-part of her Body 
about which way fhe pleafes. The Feet are like 
thofe of a Land-Turtle, and it has ftrong Claws 
wherewith it digs holes in the Ground like a Caney. 
the flefh is very fweet, and taftes much like a Land- 
Turtle. ; 
_ The Porcupine being a Creature well knowa, I'll 
pafs it in filence. 

The Beafts of Prey that are bred in this Country 
are Tigre-Cats, and.{as is reported by our Men ) 
Lions, The Tigre-Cat is about the Bignefs of a Bull- 
Dog, with fhorr Legs, and a trufs Body fthaped 
much like a Maftiff, but in all things elfe, (viz.) its 
Head, the colour of its Hair, and the manner of its 
Preying, much refembling the Tigre, only fomewhat 
lefs. Here are great Numbers of them. They pr 
on young Calves or other Game; whereof here is 
plenty. And becaufe they do not want Food, they 
are the jefs to be feared. But I have wifht them far- 
ther off, when I have met them in the Woods; be- 
caufe their Afpect appears fo very ftately and fierce. 
I never did fee any Lion in this Country ;_ but I hav. 


les, and meets underthe ‘nl leaving room 
a 


been informed by two or three Perfons that they did 


fee Lions here: But Iam affured that they are not 

numerous. . ; 
Here are a great’ many poifonous Creatures in 

this Country ; more particularly Snakes of divers 


forts, fome yellow, fome green, and others of a dun™ 


Colour, with black and yellowith Spots, The _ 
nake 


ich guards all its Back, and comes down on > 
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Leg ; and fix or feven Footlong. 


zards, Guanoes, or other fmall Animals that come 
in their way. a 


It is reported that fometimes they lirk in Trees : 
and that they are fo mighty in ftrength, as to hold 


a Bullock fait by one of his Horns, when they hap- . 


n to come fo near that fhe can twift her felf a- 
eck the Limb of the Tree, and the Horn at once. 
Thefe are accounted very good Meat by fome, .and 
are eaten frequently : I my felf have tried it for cu- 
riofity, but cannot commend it. I have heard fome 
Bay-men report, that they have feen fome of this 
kind here as big as an ordinary Man’s Waftes~butI 
never faw any fuch. 

The green Snakes are no bigger about than a Mang 
Thumb, yet four or five Foot jong: The Backs are 
of a very lively green Colour, but their Bellies in- 
clining to yellow. Thefe are commonly in Bufhes 
among the green Leaves, and prey upon fmall Birds. 
This I have often feen, and was once in danger to 
be bit by one before I faw it: For I was going to 
take hold of a Bird that fluttered and cried out juft 
by me, yet did not fly away, neither could I imagine 


the Reafon, ull reaching out my Hand, | percetved . 


the Head of a Snake clofe by it; and looking more 

narrowly, I faw the yd Part of the Snake, about 

two or three Inches from his Head, twifted about 
goer Bird, 
hat they feed on befides Birds I know fot, but 

._ they are faid to be very venomous. 

__ The dun-coloured Snake is a little bigger than the 
green Snake, but not above a Foot anda half, or two 
Foot long ; thefe we fhould often fee in and about 

our Huts; but did not kill them, becaufe’they de- 

‘ftroyed the Mice, and are very nimble in chacing 

“thoke Creatures, Befides Snakes here are Scorpions. 

an 


fort of Creatures, for they lie ftill and prey on Li. 
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7 Centapees in abundance. Here are alfo Gally- 

~ wafps. Thefe are Creatures fomewhat refembling 

Lizards, but larger ; their Bodies about the thicknefs 

of a Man’s Arm, having four fhort Legs, and fmall 

fhort Tails; their colour a dark brown. Thefe 

Creatures live in old hollow Trunks of Trees, and 

arecommonly found in wet fwampy Ground, and 
are faid to be very poifonous. 

’ Here. are alfo a fort of Spiders of ¢ prodigious 
Size, fome near as big as 2 Man’s Fift, with long 
{mall Legs like the Spiders in England: they have two 
Teeth, or rather fms an Inch anda half, or two 
Inches long, and of a proportionable Bignefs, which 
are black as Jett, {mooth as Glafs, and their {mall 
End tharp as a Thorn; they are not ftrait but bend- 
ing. Thefe Teeth we often preferve. Some wear 
them in their Tobacco-pouches to pick their Pipes. 
Others preferve them for Tooth-Pickers, efpecially, 
fuchas were troubléd with the Tooth-ach ; for by® 
report they will expe! that Pain, though I cannot 
juftify it of my own Knowledge. The Backs of thefe 
Spiders are covered with a dark yellowifh Down, as 
foft as Velvet. Some fay thefe Spiders are veno- 
mous, others not ; whether is true I cannot deter- 
mine. 

Though this Country be fo often over-flown with 
Water, yet it fwarms with Ants, of feveral 
forts, viz. great, fmall, black, yellow, Ge. The 
great black Ant ftings or bites almoft as bad as a 
Scorpion ; and next to this the {mall yellow Ant’s 
Bite is moft painful; for their Sting is like a 
Spark of Fire; and they are fo thick among the 
Boughs in fome Places, that one thal) be covered 
with them before he is aware. Thefe Creatures 
have Nefts on great Trees, placed on the Body be- 
tween the Limbs: fome of their Nefts are as big as 
a Hogthead ; this is their Winrer Habitation; for in 
the wet Seafon they all repair to thefe their ef : 
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for feeding their Chickens, a9 Gre; 
in England. In the dry’Seafon whe 






never ‘trouble the Savannah$: You*may then fee 
great Paths made by them in the’ Woods of three or 
four Inches brodd beaten as plain as the Roads in 
England. They go out light, but bring home hea- 
vy Loads on their Backs, all of the fame Subftance, 
and equal:in Bignefs: I never obferved any thi 
befides pieces of green Leaves, fo big that I coul 
{carce fee the Infect for his Burthen; yet rhey would 
march ftoutly, and fo many ftill'preffing after, that it 
was a very pretty Sight, for the Path lookt perfeétly 
green with them. There was one fort of Ants of a 
black Colour, pretty large, with long Legs ; thefe 
» would march in Troops, as if they were bufie in 
feeking fomewhat ; they were always in hafte, and 
’ followed their Leaders exactly,” let them go whither 
* they would ; thefe had no beaten Paths to walk in, 
» but rambled about like Hunters: Sometimes a Band 
_ of thefe Ants would happen to marth through ‘our 
Huts, oversour Beds, or into our Pavilions, nay 
‘fometimes into our Chefts, and there ranfack every 


© came after: We never diftarbed them, but gave them 
| free Liberty to fearch where they pleafed ; and they 
> would all march off before-night. Thefe Companies 
“were fo great, that they’ would be two or three 
' Hours.in paffing by, though they went very faft..° 
| The Fowls-of this Country are Humming-Bitds, 
» Black-Birds, Turtle-Doves,'Pidgeons, Parrots, Para- 
kites, Quams, Correfoes, Turkies, Carrion-Crows, 
» Subtle-Jacks; Bill-Birds, Coekrecoes, c. The Hum- 

ming- se a pretty little feather’d Creature, no 
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over-grown Wafp, witha black 


n they leave their. 
Nefts, they fwarm over all the Woodland 5. for they. 


part; and where-ever the foremoft went, the reft all ; 


than a final! Needle, and his Legs and » 
Ke Feet. 
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4 Pidgeons. : Quams. * 
76,Feet in. Proportion to his Body. This Creature does. 
— eevee Wings like other Birds when it flies, 

but keeps them in a continued quick Motion like 

Bees or other Infeéts, and like them makes a con- 

tinual humming Noife as it flies. It is very quick 

in Motion, and haunts about Flowers and Fruit, 

like a Bee gathering Honey, making many near 

Addreffes to its delightful Objects, by vifiting them 

on all Sides, and yet {till keeps in Motion, fometimes 

on one Side, fometimes on the other; as often re- 

bounding a Foot or two back on a fudden, and as 

quickly returns again, keeping thus about one Flow- 

er five or fix Minutes, or more. ‘There are two or 

three forts of them, fome bigger than others, but 

all very {mall, neither are they coloured alike ; the 

largeft are of a blickifh Colour, 

The Black-Bird is fomewhat bigger than ours in 
England ; it has a longer Tail, but like them in Co- 
lour: They are fometimes called Chattering Crows, 
becaufe they. charter like a Magpy. 

There are three Sortsof Turtle-Doves (viz.) white- 
breafted Doves, dun-caloured Doves, and Ground- 
Doves. The white Breatts are the biggeft ; they are 
of a blewifh grey Colour with white Breafts ; thefe 
are fine, round and plump, and almoft as big as a 
Pidgeon, ‘The next fort are all over of adun, leffer 
than the former, and notfo round. The Ground-Dove 
is much bigger than a Sky-Lark, ofa dull grey, very 
round and plump, and commonly runs in Pairs on 
the Ground, and probably thence have their Name. 
The other two forts fly in Pairs, and feed on Berries, 
which they commonly gather themfelyes from the 
Trees where they grow; and all three forts are very 
good Meat. 

Pidgeons are not very common here; they are 
Jefs than our Wood-Quefts, and as good Food, 

The Quam is as big .as an ordinary Hen Turkey, 
of a blackith dun Colour ; its Bill like a Turkeyss. 

it 
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Correfos”Cartionitrores. op 
‘it fies about among the Woods ; feeds on Bertie, 1676) 
_and i§ very good Meat. ~ ~~" ” . ; 
> The Correfo is a larget Fowl than the Quam: The 
§ Cock is black, the Hen is of a dark brown.. “The 
> Cock has a Crown of black Feathers 6n his Head, 
© and appears very ftately.*Thefe live alfo on Berries, 
and are very good to eat; but their Bones are faid 
to be peifonous ; therefore we do either burn or bu- 
© ry them, or throw them into the Water for fear our 
~ Dogs fhould eat them. : 
© Carrion-Crows are blackifh Fowls about the Big- 
| nefs of Ravens; they have bald Heads, and reddi 
® bald Necks like Turkeys, and therefore by Strangers 
S that come newly from Europe, are often miftaken 
for fuch. Thefe live wholly on Fleth, (and are there- 
fore called Carrion-Crows:) There are great Num- 
bers of them: They are heavy, dull Creatures, and 
, by their perehing long at one "ig they feem to be 

very lazy: yet they are quick enough to find out . 
» their Prey ; for when we hunt in the Woods or Sa- 
| vannahs, as foon as we have killed a Beaft, they will 
» immediately flock about us from all Parts, and in 
} leis than an Hour’s Time there will be two or three 
hundred, though at firft there was not one to bz 
© feen. I have fometimes admired froin whence fo 
> many came fo fuddenly ; for we never fee above two 
' or three at a place, before they come to feaft on a 
» Carkafs. 
Some of ‘the Carrion-Crows are all over white, 
>, but their Feathers look as if they were fullied: They 
have bald Heads and Necks like the reft; they aro q 
- of the fame Bignefs and Make ; without any Diffe- 
* rence but in Colour ; -and we never fee above one 
. or two of thefe white ones ata time ; and ’tis feldom 
alfo that we fee a great Number of the black’ ones, 
» but we fee one white one amongft them. 

The Logwood-Cutters call the white ones King- 
Carrion-Crows, and fay, pa they are much bigger 
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han the others ; and that when a great Number are % 
affembled about a Carcafs, if a King Carrion-Crow 
"be among them, he falls on firft, and.none of the 
others will tafte the leaft Morfei, till he has filled 
his Belly and is withdrawn; nay, they wall fic 
perching on the Trees abott him, without approach- 
ing the Carcafs, till he flies away 5 and then in an 
inttant they fall on all together. I have feen, of 
the King Carrion-Crows, but could not perceive 
them to be bigger than the reft; neither were the 
black-ones, their Companions, fo unmannerly as 
to letithem eat without Company; they are very 
voragious, and will difpatch a Carcafs in a Trice: 
For that Reafon the Spaniards never kill them, but 
fine any one that fhali - And I think there is alfo an 
A in Jamaica that prohibits their Deftrucgen ; and 
the Logwood-Cutters, tho’ under no tu bliga- 
tion, yet are fo zealoufly fuperftitious, that none 
will hurt them, for fear of receiving fome Damage . 
afterwards. 

Subtle- Jacks are Birds as big as Pidgeons ; they are 
moftly blackifh ; the Tips of their Wing-Feathers are 
yellowith, as are alfo cheir Bills. They have a pe- \ 
culiar and wonderful cunning way of building dif- 
ferent from any others: Their Nefts hang down 
from the Boughs of lofty Trees, whofe Bodies are 
cléan without Limbs for a confiderable Height : The 
Branches to which they faften them, are thofe thag 
fpread fartheft out from the Body; and the wery 
Extremities of thoie Boughs are only ufed by them. 
On Trees that grow fingle by themfelves at fome di-*» 
ftance from others, they build clear round ; but if 7% 
they joyn to others, they make Choice of fuch on- 
ly as are bordering upon aSavannah, Pond or Creek, 
and hang down thofe Nefts from thofe Limbs, that 
f{pread over their Savannahs, (c. neglecting fuch as 
arencar other Trees: Their Nefts hang down two 
‘or three Foot from the Twigs to which they are — 

faftned 
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faftned, and look juft like Cabbage-Nets ftuft with 
Hay? The Thread that faftens the Neft to- the 
Twig is made of long Grafs (as is-alfo the Nett it 
felf ) very ingenioufly twifted together : -Ic is but 
fmal! at the Twig; but-near the Neft grows thicker. 
The Neft has a Hole in the Side for the Bird to en- 
ter at, and ’tis very pretty to fee twenty or thirty 


of them hanging rounda Tree. They are all called, 


by the Engli/h, Subtle-Facks, becaufe of thissuncom- 
mon way of Building. 

There are two or three forts of Bill-Birds, fo call- 
ed by the Anglifh, becaufe their Bills are-almoft as 
big as themfelves. The largeit I ever faw are about 
the Size of Hnglifh Wood-peckers, and much like 
them: There are others of a fmaller fort; but 
they are not often met with, and I never faw ma- 
ny of them. 

Cockrecoes are fhort-winged Birds, coloured like 
Partridge, but fomewhat lefler; neither are they, fo 
plump and round. ‘They have long Legs, delight- 
ing to run on the Ground among Woods in 4wam- 

y Places or near Creeks. They make a loud 

oife Mornings and Evenings, and aniwer one ano- 
ther'very prettily ; and they are extraordinary {weet 
Meat. ° 

The Water-Fowls are Duck and Mallard; Cur- 
lews, Herons, Crabcatchers, Pelicans, Cormorants, 
Fifhing-Hawks, Men-of-War-Birds, Boobies, Gea, 

There are three forts of Ducks, wz. The Mufs 
covy, the Whiftling and the common"Duck. Muf- 
covy-Ducks are lets rhan ours, but otherwile exact- 
ly alike. . They perch on old dry Trees, or fuch as 
have no Leaves on them, and. teldom light-on the 
Ground but tovfeed. Whittling-Ducks are fome- 
what lefs than our common Duck, but-noc differ- 
nee thém in Shape or Colour : In flying, their 

ings'make-a spretty fort of loud whiftling Noite. 
Thefe alto "perch on Trees as the former.:, The 

Ee 3 other 


i ep fort are like our Common Ducks, both in 

™ Bignefs and Colour, and I have never obferved them 
to pitch upon Trees. All three forts arevery good 
Meat, a at 

Here are two forts of Curlews different in Bignefs 
and Colour ; the greater are as big as Turkeys, with 
jong Legs and long crooked Bills, like a Snipe’s, 
jn Length and Bignefs proportionabie to the Bulk of 
their Bodies: They are of a dark Colour; their 
Wings black and white; their Flefh black, but very 
fweet and wholefome: They are call’d by the Engli/fh 
double Curlews, becaufe they are twice as big as the 
other fort. 

The fmall Curlews are of a dufky brown, with 
Jong Legs and Bills like the former: their Fleth is 
moft efteemed as being the {weetett. . 

Herons are like ours in England in Bignefs, Shape 
and Colour. , 

Crabcatchers are fhaped and coloured like Herons, 
but they are {maller: They feed on {mall Crabs na 
bigger that one’s ‘Thumb, of which there is:great 
Plenty. 

Pelicans are large flat-footed Fowls, almoft as big 
as Geefe, and their Feathers in Colour like them: 
they have fhort Legs, long Necks, and their Bills 
are about two Inches broad and feventeenvor eighteen 
long ; the fore-part of their Necks or Breafts is bare, 
and covered with a foft, fmooth, yet loofe Skin, like 
that about the Necks of Turkies: This Skin is of 
the Colour of their Feathers, mixt with a dark.and 
light grey, fo exactly interwoven that itappears ve- 
ry beautiful. They are a very heavy Bird, and fel- 
dom fly far, or very high from the Water: They 
commonly fir on Rocks.at fome Diftance from the 
Shore, where they may look about them. They feem 
to be very melancholy -Fowls, by their perching:all 
alone: they fit as if they were fleeping, holding 
their Heads upright, and refting the of a 

Bills 


Cormorants. Parricootas. Pe 
Bills on. their Breafe; they are better Meat uate a 
Boobies or Men-of-War-Birds. a 2 ae 


Cormorants are juft like young Ducks in Shape, 
haying fuch Feet and Bills; They are black with 
white Breafts, and live on fmall Fith which they 
take near the Shore, or on Worms which they get 
out of the Mud at low Water. They tafte very 
ote. yet are indifferent good Meat, they being ve-, 
ty fat. 


Fithing- Hawks are like our fmalleft fort of Hawks 
in Colour and Shape, with fuch Bills and Talons, 
They perch upon Stumps of Trees or dry Limbs 
that hang over the Water about Creeks, Rivers or 
againft the Sea: and upon Sight of any {mall Fith 
near them, they fkim along juft over them,’ and 
fnatching up the Prey with their Talons, prefently 
rife again without touching the Water with their 
Wings. They don’t fwallow the Fifh whole as-all 
other Fifhing Fowls, that ever J faw do, but tear 
it with their Bills and eat it Piece-Meal. : 

The Lagunes, Creeks and Rivers are plentifully | 
ftored with great Variety of Fith (viz.) Mullets, 
Snooks, Tenpounders, Tarpoms, Cavallies, Parri- 
cootas, Gar-fifh, Stingrays, Spani/b Mackril, with 
many others. 

Tenpounders are fhaped like Mullets, but are fo 
full of very {mall ftitt Bones, intermixt with the 
Fleth, that you. can hardly eat them. 

Parricootas are long Fith, with round Bodies like 
Mackril: They have very long Mouths and thar 
Teeths. they are abour eight or ten Inches abies 4 
and three Foot and half long. They commonly 
haunt in Lagunes among Hands, or in the Sea near 
the Shore. . They are « floating Fith, and greedily 
take the Hook, and will {nap at Men too in the 
Water. -We commonly take them when we are 

‘under. Sail, with a Hook towing after our Stern, 
They are firm well-taited Fith; but ’tis dangerous 
Ee 4 eating 


